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[bookmark: _Toc209686565]Rationale
At Emmbrook Junior School, the safety and wellbeing of our pupils is our highest priority. We as a school have a duty to create an environment that is calm, safe and free from distraction so all pupils, whatever their background, can learn and thrive.
We recognise that some children may need to bring a mobile phone to school for safeguarding reasons, such as travelling independently. However, mobile phones and smart devices can present risks relating to distraction, inappropriate use and safeguarding.
This policy sets out clear expectations to ensure mobile phones and similar devices do not interfere with learning or pupil welfare.  This policy is based upon guidance from the DfE, Mobile Phones in Schools (February 2024). 
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Mobile phones are prohibited from being used in school.  However, we understand that some parents wish to be able to communicate with their children if they are walking to and from school independently each day. 
If a child carries a mobile phone to and from school when they are walking independently, then we ask for parents to give permission for this using the parent portal on Arbor.  Parents who give their permission for their child to carry a mobile phone to and from school acknowledge that they have read and understood this policy.
Mobile phones can be bought to school with the following conditions.
· Permission: Only children in years 5 and 6 may be permitted to bring mobile phones to school if they are walking to or from school alone.  Parents provide permission for their child to carry a mobile phone into school using the Arbor Parent Portal, indicating that they have read and understood this policy. 
· Handing in Phones: On arrival at school, all mobile phones must be handed to the class teacher. Phones will be stored during the school day and returned at home time.
· Use During the Day: Phones must remain switched off during school hours. Pupils are not permitted to use phones for any purpose on school grounds.
· Responsibility: The school cannot accept responsibility for loss, theft, or damage to mobile phones brought onto the premises.

[bookmark: _Toc209686567]Smart Phones
· In line with Smartphone Free Childhood guidance, the school strongly discourages the use of smartphones by children.  For more information about Smartphone Free Childhood, see here.
· If parents believe their child needs a phone for essential safeguarding reasons, we recommend a basic mobile phone rather than a smartphone.
[bookmark: _Toc209686568]Smart Watches and Other Devices
· Smart watches are not permitted in school for safeguarding reasons. This includes devices with internet connectivity, cameras, or communication functions.
· Safeguarding Risks:  Smart watches with internet, messaging and camera capabilities pose safeguarding concerns, as staff cannot adequately monitor their appropriate use.
· Disruption:  Devises can cause distractions in the learning environment, taking focus away from education.
· Misuse:  The functionalities of a smart watch, such as sending messages, taking photos and accessing the internet, can lead to their misuse in a similar way to mobile phones.
· Loss and Damage:  Smart watches are expensive items that can be lost or damaged during school activities and the school cannot take responsibility for this when worn.
· If a child wears a smart watch to school, it will be placed in the mobile phone box during the school day and returned to the child at the end of the day.  Parents will be informed of this.
· Allowed Alternatives:  basic analogue or digital wristwatches that only tell the time are allowed in school. Step-counters that have no phone connectivity are also permitted.
· Other personal electronic devices (e.g., tablets, music players, gaming devices) are also not allowed in school.

Role of Staff
All staff should consistently enforce the school’s policy on the use of mobile phones.
Staff should not use their mobile phone for personal reasons in front of pupils throughout the school day.  This will empower staff to reinforce these expectations and better challenge pupils to meet the school expectations.
There may be occasions where it is appropriate for a member of staff to use their mobile phone or similar device, for instance to check a medical profile of a pupil or to use multi-factor authentication.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Role of Pupils
All pupils should be clear on the school’s policy on prohibiting the use of mobile phones and will be reminded of this policy at the start of each school year and at regular intervals if required.
Pupils will be taught the risks that are associated with mobile phones as part of our online safety curriculum within school.  They will also be taught the benefits of having a mobile phone-free environment.
Pupils will only bring a mobile phone to school if they are travelling to or from school independently.  At all other times their mobile phone will be left at home or with a parent / carer.
If a mobile phone is carried to school, it shall be turned off before entering the school gates and handed to their class teacher at the start of the day to be stored in school.  This phone will be collected at the end of the day.


Role of Parents and Carers
Parents and carers have an important role in supporting the school’s policy on prohibiting the use of mobile phones and are encouraged to reinforce and discuss the policy at home as appropriate.
Where parents need to contact their child during the school day, they should contact the school office.

[bookmark: _Toc209686569]Breaches of Policy
· If a child does not follow the expectations outlined above, the phone/device may be confiscated and returned only to a parent/carer.
· Repeated breaches may result in permission to bring a phone being withdrawn.

[bookmark: _Toc209686570]Exceptions to this Policy
There may be situations where a child is required to carry a mobile phone for medical monitoring.  In these instances, every individual case is treated separately and this policy may not apply in all cases. 


Review
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains in line with safeguarding guidance and school needs.
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